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To: West Northamptonshire Council Planning Service

Re: Objection to Application 2026/2896/MAO

Site:   Pool Farm Field Farndon Road Woodford Halse
Proposal: Outline application (all matters reserved except access) for development of up to 50 dwellings, with associated infrastructure and enabling works, including open space, car parking and flood improvement works.
Dear Sir/Madam,
I write to object to application 2026/2896/MAO for up to 50 dwellings at Land at Pool Farm Field, Woodford Halse.
This objection is made because the proposal conflicts with the adopted development plan, including the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy, the Daventry Local Plan (Part 2) 2011-2029, and the Woodford cum Membris Neighbourhood Development Plan, and would cause unacceptable harm in relation to settlement pattern, countryside encroachment, design, amenity, traffic, heritage setting, green space and biodiversity. The Daventry Local Plan (Part 2) was adopted on 20 February 2020 and forms part of the development plan alongside made Woodford-cum-Membris Neighbourhood Plan.
The proposal is outside of the village confines with the Parish and surrounding infrastructure simply unable absorb any further development.  Over 800 homes have been developed in the past few decades with NO INVESTMENT in local infrastructure.  Reasons for objection include:
Roads – Woodford is largely only accessible via a spur from the A361 and the 5-ways roundabouts in Byfield are already running at over capacity defined by your Council Highways Department.  In addition, the local roads accessing Woodford via Byfield, West Farndon, Eydon, Preston Capes and Adstone are in a terrible state without effective maintenance for many years.
Access from this proposal is onto a very narrow bend and out of the village either through narrow and unmaintained roads through to Byfield & the 5-ways roundabout or through a housing estate (Ash/Membris Way) or Phipps Road both the latter out through Hinton Road that forms a single carriageway due to parking issues and onto the very poorly built and maintained Byfield Road and again through to Byfield & the 5-ways roundabout.
Medical Services – I understand the Byfield Surgery is running at over-capacity and has no room for additional patients.
Employment – there are very few jobs locally and certainly not enough to provide employment for this development.  Consequently, residents will have to use private transport to reach any employment areas or to reach any railway stations for onward public travel.
Public Transport – a highly subsidised Stagecoach 200 bus service (that may be withdrawn at any time) does not operate to get residents to and from employment in the employment areas around Daventry and Banbury.  








Schools – there is no secondary school in Woodford.  Daventry schools are having difficulty coping with all the development currently taking place in that area.  Consequently, residents will probably have to use private transport to get to children to school.
Flooding – Pool Farm Field is a flood plain.  Building on this land will cover the field with housing and roads that will threaten the existing houses in the area.  There is no flooding issue while there is no development on this land.
Housing – there is no current identified need for these houses in the Parish.  A recent development of 27 new Housing Association houses will satisfy the local social need and there are currently nearly 30 private houses for sale in a range of prices.
Environment – this development would be on a field full of wildlife with ridge & furrow topography.  The proposal would ruin this area.
There are other concerns regarding power and water supply to the village and sewerage disposal.  
It is noted that DA/2013/0916 for 55 dwellings in the same area (off Farndon Road) was rejected by Daventry Council & the Appeal by the developer was dismissed APP/Y2810/A/14/2216520.
For all of these reasons, application 2026/2896/MAO should be refused.
Yours faithfully,
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